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A DARK HORSE ??? 
March 26 


Karmel, Ilona Houghton, Mifflin 
STEPHANIA $3.58 75 


Report repeated from the November 1, 1952 Bulletin, P. 706...The Literary 
Guild's selection of this book for its April offering will extend its market beyond 
our expectations when originally reported..."A searching study of illness - if a 
cheerless one - in which the three patients in room number Five, Ward Two, in the 
Institute for the Handicapped in Stockholm provide a bitter and realistic indictment 
of society - without the congested symbolism of Thomas Mann's 4agic Mountain. The 
three bedridden protagonists are Stephania who has become a hunchback through a 
spine injury, sixteen year old Thura who is a polio case - completely paralyzed but 
for the use of her right arm, and Froken Nilsson whose fractured leg will not heal. 
In a rather muscular prose, the author manages to convey the personal tragedy of 
handicapped lives which widens its circle of compassion through Stephania, an em- 
bittered Jewess, who had been victimized in the ghettoes of Poland and concentration 
camps. She is put into a cast in the hope that her crooked back can be sufficiently 
straightened so that it is operable - but the treatment is a failure.....The deep 
monotone of suffering here restricts the possible audience - over and above those who 


like to talk about other people's operations". 


Some Selling Names- One Distinguished Dark Horse 


A new and popular Helen MacInnes, I AND MY TRUE LOVE (Harcourt, Brace); a sequel- 
though disappointing- to Bugle Ann in THE DAUGHTER OF BUGLE ANN (Random House); — 
Richard Wright with a novel, THE OUTSIDER (Harper). And- our pick for the discrimn- 
inating reader, STAGE OF FOOLS by Charles A. Brady (Dutton). Reports in section 
following. 

PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


February 3 


Ames, Jennifer Avaion 
WAGON TO A STAR $2.50 


Hired by Gregg Watson, an actor and divorced, as escort to his young son, 
Allan, Nora gets not only a whiff of Hollywood but a real close-up of Jack Haslet, 
film star, with whom she falls in love. Fending off Tania, the boy's mother, anxious 
to retrieve her son and to retain her hold over Haslet,is a full-time job for Nora, and 
the boy's future- and hers- is only secure with Tania's death.... For old lines, a fa- 
cial- which can only be skin-deep. 


Saunders, Laura Avalon 


WEAR MY LOVE PROUDLY $2.50 


A tremendous trauma for Margaret when at sixteen she is at the wheel of the. 
car in an acgident in which her parents are killed, and she survives scarred also by 
the knowledge that she will be childless. Some years later she falls in love with 
Steve, but thoughts of marriage are blocked by the fact that he cannot get to see his 
own son (his ex-wife is a shrew) and she can never produce another. Leaving him to 
another girl who will fill the bill better- she thinks- Steve comes after her and per- 
suades her of her errer... Heavy emotional weather- for light entertainment. 
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February 16 


Crowell 


Jenkins, Sara 
THE HAPPY PEOPLE $3.00 


Wordly desires and spiritual values generate conflict and possible compromise 
for Stephen Elliott, a Methodist minister, in his love for Claire who had married an- 
other man for money- and then returned to Stephen. Willing to give up his church to 
marry Claire, Stephen takes time out to think it through and finds some measure of re- 
direction in a small godly community. A local emergency and the catastrophe of a flood, 
the attempted suicide of J.G. Kinsman- materialistic mill-owner and Claire's brother-in- 
law, all move to reaffirm a pattern of life for which Claire is unfit, but which another 
girl will help to shape.... Uplift, in recognizable and acceptable terms, and certainly 
not over anyone's head. People's Book Club. (LC - 52-13118) 


MaciInnes, Helen Harcourt, Brace 
I AND MY TRUE LOVE $3.50 


The theme of communist penetration in the United States, which Helen MacInnes 
used in We1tther Five nor Ten appears again in this story of Washington today, a Washing- 
ton where tensions appear even in social gatherings, where human relations are subject 
to suspicion. Sylvia Pleydell, married unhappily to a State Department official, meets 
again the man she had truly loved- and lost- a Czech, Jan Brovic, now back in Washington 
in a position of doubtful integrity. The relighting of the flame between them, with the 
attendant complications in the new post-war Washington, is the focus of the story, and 
is seen largely through the eyes of a young California cousin, Kate, and a young Korean 
veteran who had found Sylvia alluring and unobtainable. Skillfully told, eminently 
readable, but not up to the level of her first success,Above Suspicion. (This ran in 
three installments in the Woman's Home Companion).(IC 52-13765) 


February 19 


Simenon, Georges Prentice-Hall 
SATAN'S CHILDREN $3.95 


Two long-shorts The Truth About Bebe Donge and Four Days of a Poor Man, again 
mercilessly expose the sexual and psychological urges that drive men to vengeance and 
to shame. In the first the worldly, upright Francois Donge recovers from the arsenic 
with which his wife had poisoned him, relives the course of his life and marriage that 
had led to such a happening and, in deeper understanding, follows her trial and sentenc- 
ing. In the second, Francois Lecoin, at the death of his wife, Germaine, pulls himself 
out of the poverty he had known by printing a blackmailing scandal sheet and making use 
of his two brothers. And when his protection fails, his flight to freedom is wrecked as 
his son suicides. A relentless diagnosis of tainted sex,of the blurring of moral con- 
cepts and the unbalance of mental health, projects a clinical rather than a sensational 
atmosphere and probes impersonally rather than luridly. For his recent, rather than his 
earlier followers. (LC - 52-13581) 


February 27 


Ullman, Allan Random House 
& Bloom, Rolfe THE NAKED SPUR $2.50 


Uliman's novelization from Bloom's screen play holds to a tight narrative line, 
a simple exposition of character and purposeful development of suspense. Kemp, on the 
trail of outlaw Ben, is involuntarily joined to the old miner, Tate, and the renegade 
soldier, Anderson, in his hunt, and later, in shares for the reward. Catching Ben, and 
the girl Lina, Kemp is troubled by doubts of Ben's innocence, by Anderson's readiness to 
claim the reward with Ben dead rather than alive and by his growing love for Lina. It 
is in the violence of Indian attack, river flood and murder that Kemp comes to peace 
with himself and a chance for happiness with Lina. A Western, really, but tense in its 
drama of morals and ethics. 
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February 27 


Lindsay, Philip Roy 
THE MERRY MISTRESS $3.00 


Something just this side of history in a rumpled costume piece which tells 
of Jane Shore, whose beauty takes her from Cheapside to the King's Court. Married 
at 14 to a mercer whose suspicious vigilance is whetted by an older spinster sister, 
Jane is soon to learn the power of her natural endowments and while never “orgulous 
of my body"- uses it well and freely with Edward IV and his favorites, Hastings and 
Dorset. For Dorset's sake- she "sells" herself to Hastings in a conspiracy which 
follows the King's death, and her royal road to shame has its sad end with Dorset's 
betrayal, Hasting's arrest for treason, and her own on a charge of adultery.... 
Strictly deshabille and declasse. 


February 7? 


Sklar, George Crown 
THE HOUSEWARMING $3.00 


The suicide of his best friend Mike Kramer on the night of the housewarm- 
ing of the Warren's showcase house gives Ben Warren a reason to think over his life 
and see what he has done with it. Looking through Mike's diary, which his ex-wife 
Jane asks him to dispose of, he discovers Mike's view of Ben's change through the 
years from a lover of life and creative light-man to a soiled businessman immersed 
in finance and adultery. He finds that Mike loved his wife Helen, and that his own 
son shared with Mike while shunning Ben. His meeting with Helen while a drama stu- 
dent at Yale, their early married life followed by the more “successful” later 
years with business in the fore, are told in flashbacks. The conclusion - a new day 
will dawn. Authentic Yale and Connecticut background, easy if unimaginative hand- 
ling. (LC 53-52h4) 


March 3 


Smith, Pat Little, Brown 
THE RIVER IS HOME $3.00 


This is an oddly uneven novel, with certain qualities that make it worth 
the reading despite its excessive shortcomings. The cypress swamps of the Pearl 
River in lower Mississippi - and the river itself mean home to the Coreys, but the 
townsfolk of the nearest market town label them “swamp rats” and consider them fair 
game for any conceivable violence and outrage. Abner and his sons, Glesa and The- 


' resa are people in their own rights, as they eke out a precarious living from fish- 


ing and raising hogs and raising garden crops in their tiny garden. Skeeter, the 
younger boy, found the mysteries of the swamps endlessly fascinating and waged his 
own particular vendetta with the huge alligator which had gone berserk and killed 
wantonly. The Coreys were gentler than their neighbors, the Hookers, who took the 
law into their hands- and made a fearsome united front on the occasional trips to 
so-called civilization. Their loyalty created issues with the townsfolk that ended 
in the supreme test; their ethics compassed even that test, and they wrote finis to 
invasion of their rights. In the main, the thread of story, the portrait of a way 
of life carries its own conviction. The characterizations seem synthetic; Skeeter, 
a pallid echo of Jodie in he Yearling; and the dialogue amateurish and awkward. 
Six Angels at my Back by John Bell Clayton (Macmillan-see P. 288) has something of 
the quality of this but a warmer emotional impact. 
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Kantor, MacKinlay Random House @ 





THE DAUGHTER OF BUGLE ANN $2.00 






An attempt- not wholly successful- to capture again the magic of The Voice of 
Bugle Ann, the memory of which is still fresh after eighteen years. Somehow this seems 
to lack the spontaneity; it is perhaps a little contrived; one is more conscious of the 
almost Biblical folk rhythm of speech and language. The story has a dependable formula, 
as the miracle "voice" of the hound bitch, Bugle Ann, reappears in her daughter, and again 
in Little Lady's dubiously bred son, Little Bristles. That once again, the sharp emotion- 
al conflict over the dog results in a break between a devoted husband and wife (no murder 
this time) seems to carry less conviction, particularly as a child is born in the interim. 
Good yarning, and the inevitable tug that a sympathetic dog story produces, but the devas- 
tating emotional impact is missing. This will sell- but on heritage rather than original 
appeal. 











March 18 











Harper , 


Wright, Richard 
THE OUTSIDER $3.5049 











A horrifying and disturbing story, completely unrelieved and so violent in its 
expression, so muted in its emotions, that it leaves the reader shocked- but unmoved. Cross 
Chicago Negro, Gisillusioned with the futility of his life and the mess he has made of it, 

is given a chance to drop his identity and escape- he thinks- when a subway crash victim 

is identified as Cross. Then the vicious spiral begins; death again and again the answer 

Cross supplies, with scarcely a flicker of feeling. New York proves a false dream of se- 
curity; two chance meetings on the train supply their own nets; and Communism reaches out - 

its tentacles to draw him in. He gets trapped by a somewhat phoney gesture on the part @ 
of a white couple seeking in him the symbol of their racial tolerance- then falls in love 

with the woman, and she with him. And in the end, he is trapped by the very understanding 

of another "outsider" - and by the ruthlessness of the Party. (IC 53-5383) 





























Humphrey, William 4] ¢ Morrow 
THE LAST HUSBAND And Other Stories $3.00 








A well written group of stories centered on personal lives, on people in rela- 
tion to their families. The title story tells of a man who so believed in marriage that 
he had to carry on affairs to evince this faith in face of his own meaningless one. Then 
there are the stories of the son who felt compelled to fill his father's shoes, to be his 
father; of Sister, whose mother tolerantly let her keep the cats Sister needed to make up 
for her mother's indifference; of an artist whose friends and wife have succeeded and who 
discovers he is no longer a young man on the upgrade; of a man whose family had no use 
for him when he had a farming accident and of coincident despair and death. No special 
punch,- one observes more than one experiences- but nicely,quietly done. (IC 52-13826) 











March 19 





Bradbury, Ray Doubleday 
THE GOLDEN APPLES OF THE SUN gases /$3 .00 












A double dozen from a recognized science-fiction writer, these stories range 
further in subject than his expected field, so that this is not necessarily confined to 
bug-eyed monster devotees. There are a couple of Chinese tales of moral import, a short 
sketch of a Mexican being deported, a baseball game between whites and blacks, a mountain © 
woman who has not learned to read or write, a religious faith that comes through modern 
science, the innocently amoral quieting of a woman grieving for her husband at war, a 

fashion photographer put in his place by a native, the one-world-ness of a moving picture 
studio, - along with a lightfingered handling of future worlds, time warps, and magic. 

A very pleasant variety show. (IC 52-13569) 
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March 20 





Brady, Charles A. Dutton 
STAGE OF FOOLS $3.95 


A dignified but warmly understanding portrait of Thomas More and his path 
through the royal puzzles of the 16th century as he stood by his convictions and chose 
between his lords temporal and spiritual. From his brave words as a beardless boy 
when the law rather than the Lord called him, to his rise under Henry VIII, Thomas is 
limned in detail - in his concern with ecclesiastical matters, his association with 
Erasmus, his relation to Wolsey and Cromwell, his fortunes as Speaker and later Chan- 
cellor, his two marriages, to the little Jane and Dame Alice Middleton, and in his 
stand on Henry's divorce from Catherine which won him the enmity of Anne Boleyn and 
cost him his head. All the complications of high politics, of theological argument, 
of international pressures background this man who had the "imp of laughter" all the 
while he was an “acrid gorgon of controversy" and who, because he would not deny his 
God, lost his King's faith. A triumphant transcript, which although tremendously 
scholarly is nonetheless supple in its character drawing, of far off times and fame 
touched people. (LC - 52-12947) 


Hale, Garth | | Dutton 
THE EVERLASTING ARMS $3.00 


Again a text and thesis novel at a dead level of recognition which traces 
the worldly disappointments but hard won spiritual satisfactions of Gordon Prang, a 
Baptist minister in a poor section of a midwestern city. The possibility of his call 
to St. Paul's, a wealthier church, and his rejection, sharpens his insecurity which 
he sees reflected in his parish. His daughter's disappearance, and the conjecture 
that she is pregnant, has even sadder implications when they learn that she is a dope 
addict, but bring her through a difficult cure at home. Prang tells her story from 
the pulpit, and sparks a crusade against local vice jeopardizing his life as well as 
his reputation; the new parson at St. Paul's is killed- in his stead- and when this 
time he is offered the bigger church, he declines the call having found his place and 
filled the need of a humbler commnity.... Ordinary lives and essential values in 
plain terms- you might even say prosaic. (IC 52-12945) 


Mayet 56 U4] 1b 


Aurthur, Robert Rinehart 
THE GLORIFICATION OF AL TOOLUM $3.00 


; A gentler handling of the assininities of advertising lifts Al Toolum from 
his south shore Long Island job 2nd home into the homefronts of America, via radio, 
television and the newspapers when his middle son, Sherman, wins a contest which 
gains Al the title of Yankee Doodle 1952. Beset by the psychological problems of 
Little Louie, by his wife, Emily's determination to be newsworthy too, by his inabil- 
ity to accede to the agency's inflexible requests, Al almost loses his best friend, 
his self respect and his belief in himself. But Little Louie's psychiatric sessions, 
Emily's arrest and the picture of himself as an un-average man dynamite him into self 
expression - and realization. A pleasantly plausible tale which affirms national 
individualism versus organized pressures and which should have a wide popular follow- 
ing. (LC - 52-13574) | 


“March 30 


Duras, Marguerite Pellegrini & Cudahy 
THE SEA WALL $3.50 


A harsh grained, raw boned story of “poor whites” in an unnamed French 
colonial possession. It is the story of Ma, a former schoolteacher and a widow, who 
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earns the money to buy a ‘act of land on which to rear her two children, Suzanne and 
Joseph, by working as a pianist in a movie house for fifteen years. But the land she 
buys is worthless and is flooded yearly by the Pacific, and after three unsuccessful @ 
attempts to build a sea wall, Ma's mind cracks. Joseph and Suzanne grow up without hope 

or anchorage, each dreaming that a rich tourist will find them desirable. Suzanne is 

pursued by patient Monsieur Jo, and Joseph is taken on by the faithless wife of a drunk- 

ard who puts him in city clothes. Ma turns her face to the wall and dies, while Suzanne 

eventually gives herself to another declasse Frenchman who deals in Pernod and narcotics. 

Not a pretty picture, but the characters have an out-of-focus integrity that cannot be 

denied. Sensational enough to catch a certain audience- though sensationalism must not 


have been the intention here. 
March 31 
Little, Brown 
THE TROUBLE AT HUNGERFORDS $3.50 


The Hungerfords, mine and foundry tycoons in the Peekskill area, find that 
their power is not quite strong enough to prevent the subversive influence of the new 
schoolteacher, John Balfe, from rousing their workers and affecting their family. George 
counters Balfe's attempts at insurrection with adamant orders: Burt tries to ignore them: 
Juliet, their sister, scarred with the stigma of scandal, succumbs to the man's Irish 
romancing: Max, their unstable younger brother, walks out on him but later slaves for his 
praise. And the "peasants", doomed to the Clove, which in its turn is doomed if the. — 
rotting dam is not repaired, work under Balfe's hatred, strike and are routed by the mi- 
litia and ostracize their would be leader. And Max' death marks an end, which is also a 
beginning when Juliet plans a future companionship with Burt in his scientific experi- 
ments. The slave state of the 1850's in embryonic revolt typifies the honest demands of 
the underprivileged worker and the conflict as to the means of achieving its aims - by 
violence or by rational adjustment - and offers a black and white statement of the~ 
issues on the labor front while the social unbalance of capital is presented in less ob- ©} 
vious psychological terms. Melodrama and mores er style. (LC - 52-12645) 


March 2 


Harris, Cyril 


Viking 
NINE DAYS TO MUKALLA $3.00 


A story of four crash survivors who make their way from an island in the In- 
dian Ocean to Mukalla, Aden and civilization, as the sensuousness of the Hast- and the 
resignation to destiny exerts its pressure upon them. Against a background of dirt and 
dishonesty and sickness, Miss Todd, an elderly Englishwoman who alone had understood the 
Arabs, dies of the disease she had tried to assuage in nursing a dying village. Dr. 
Moss, an archeologist, who withholds his discoveries which are sacrosanct, is also the 
victim of his own fear. Young, shy Sylvia, finds in her feelings for David- the fourth 
member of the party- a young American diplomat- the many-faceted world of love, but a 
fever strangely wastes her body to the hardness of a boy's- in a land where men desire 
men as well as women. David alone remains to live- but also to grieve the loss of beauty 
in a friendship such as the Arab Ahmed's- when he leaves Aden... A pilgrimage in which 
the rich texture of visual imagery and suggestive nuance heightens- rather than deepens- 
a search for spiritual awareness. (LC - 52-14033) 


Prokosch, Frederic 


SLY TAIL - HIGHTAIL - SPACE SAIL 


February 3 
Joscelyn, Archie Avalon 
RIDE TO BLIZZARD $2.50 

The clannish Wesson brothers and their sister Peggine, bloodhounding for the @ 
man who robbed and murdered their father, come to Blizzard, Montana, to ride down their 
quarry. The Bishops of Axe-Head spread, the wire-cutting of the Army, Indians stealing 
horses and a newly formed cattlemen's association all combine to balk their vengeance 
riding and produce the true criminal. Tried and true. 











January 15, 1953 Mysteries - Westerns - Science Fiction 


February 9 


Brand, Christianna Scribner 
FOG OF DOUBT $2.50 


*More than a London fog obscures the case in which a Frenchman- a rake- is 
found clubbed to death with a mastold mallet in the home of Dr. Evans. The close 
circle formed by his wife- Matilda, by his sister- Rosie- pert and pregnant, and by 
Tedward- another doctor who shares his practice as well as his affection for Rosie, 
allows sympathy to deflect suspicion, until Rosie's death from an abortifacient 
brings a private satisfaction and a public judgment.... There's a general excellence 
here, of decor, dialog, and the shifting implications of guilt- to give this its 
superiority. 


March 16 


Meredith, Scott - Ad. Dutton 
BAR 2 Roundup of Best Western Stories $2.95 


A second sifting of yarns about the American old Wild West again mirrors 
the newer, more believable narration currently available, and in its dozen selections 
offers top names in top tales. Frank O'Rourke, Bennett Foster, Michael Fessier, Max 
Brand, Bill Gulick and Ernest Haycox are highranking and the stories range from In- 
dians to rustling, from terror to the settling in of newcomers, from a dust storm to 
revenge and vindication. Expertly corralled for the ardent follower. (LC 52-13554) 


Boucher, Anthony... Little, Brown 
& McComas, J. Francis- £ds. $3.00 
BEST FROM FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION 


The razzle-dazzle of names for this second anthologizing of old and new 
stories includes Robert Graves, Jan Struther, Elizabeth Bowen, Margaret Irwin, Kem 
Bennett and repeats better known SF talent - de Camp and Pratt, Idris Seabright, 

H. Nearing, Jr., Alfred Bester, Mildred Clingermaid, Zenna Henderson and others. 
There's a wide range, from childhood magic to extra-terrestial investigation, from 
time warps and travel to mass wish fulfillment, from plagues and ghosts to a faculty 
game of space-influenced basketball, from a demonic monkey to a romantic bartender, 
and the contents reflect the taste and standards of the editors. Good. (IC 52-12640) 


Henry, Will | Random House 
; TO FOLLOW A FLAG $2.50 75 


Some brave to brazen action on the trail west as Sgt. Emmett Bell, a Point 
man who had jumped his’ commission after his unhappy love for Calla Lee, 4 General's 
daughter, rescues her later from a warring Indian chief after she had come to find 
him. In the repercussions which follow, and the angry attack of some 1200 hostiles, 
the army loses face and lives in the retreat they are forced to make- and it is Bell, 
alone on a hill with a dying man, who covers for the withdrawal.... High hemoglobin. 
(LC 53-5012) 


March 23 


Tompkins, Walker A. ' Macrae-Smith 
GOLD ON THE HOOF $2 .50 


Tuck Clayborn's attempt to save the ranch of his adopted father for the girl 
he loves hinges on his promise to drive a herd up the trail, to a town where gold has 
been struck, before the foreclosure date. A stampede stimulated by his enemy, a mur- 
der frame, and forest fire impede but do not prevent the successful cattle drive and 
the deserved death of his opponent. Standard but steady entertainment. (Ic 52-14000) 
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March 30 


Derleth, August- éd. Pellegrini & Cudahy 
WORLDS OF TOMORROW $3.95 @ 


A collection of “off-trail" science fiction stories focussed toward the un- 
usual in this medium. Ray Bradbury, H.P. Lovecraft, Arthur Clarke, Fritz Leiber, and 
Theodore Sturgeon are among the known contributors of unknown worlds where robots and 
primitives, e.s.p. and cosmic rays, interplanetary wars and irresistible weapons all pro- 
vide extra-terrestial terror while humor and the occasional irony lend a fillip.... 


Chimeras for connoisseurs. (LC - 52-12383) 
March yr 13 Pf 6 $1 ¢ 


Simak, Clifford D. Simon & Schuster 
RING AROUND THE SUN $2.75 


*The marketing of Everlasting razor blades and Forever cars presages the eco- 
nomic end of man in a frightening conspiracy of mutants. Jay Vickers, a writer, escap- 
ing from forces beyond and above him, discovers other worlds which elide as well as the 
unwelcome fact that he is an android- sharing his individuality with two others, one of 
whom may be the girl he loves. But his return to the world identifies his: other selves 
and frees him for Ann... The intelligence of handling here raises the level of possi- 


bility and believability. 


(ea = FF Pa Ae SS 


Special Note @ 


While we can't feel that Quentin Reynolds’ I, WILLIE SUTTON (F.S. & Y.) should be called 

a MUST BOOK it is absurd to consider Reynolds a "dark horse". However, it will sell— so 

we are starting the section with that.... Beyond that, in the Problematical Books section, 
note especially for readers seeking a literary treat, Peter Quennell'’s THE SINGULAR PREFER- 
ENCE (Viking); for good biography, THE MAN WHISTLER by reliable Hesketh Pearson (Harper); 
and one dark horse, THE UNDERSEA ADVENTURE by Phatippe Diole (Messner). 


February 25 


Reynolds, Quentin - as told to Farrar, Straus & Young 
I, WILLIE SUTTON $3.50 


The personal history of the notorious bank robber which proves- in the retro- 
spect of repentance- the all too truism that crime does not pay-except maybe in book 
form and provides a lively chapter in the annals of crime. Sutton, who had his first 
taste of easy money- which he never lost- emptying cash registers as a youngster in 
Brooklyn- was later groomed by the safebreaker Doc Tate and had entree into the New 
York underworld where Nicky Arnstein, Arnold Rothstein and Dutch Schultz were also fa- 
miliars. His particular technique, a mailman delivery disguise, tagged him as Willie 
the Actor- for the police as well; his marriage to Louise and hopes for a fresh start 
were short lived; and he spent 20 of the last 32 years in jail- and attemptiig to break 
out of it- but here sustains his innocence in the Sunnyside bank robbery (which was 
followed by the shooting of Arnold Shuster) for which he was last charged and convicted. 
A record which has the authority of fact and the vitality of fiction- for this audience 
which Courtroom established as a wide one. © 
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January 22 


Mitchell, Ruth Harcourt, Brace 
MY BROTHER BILL $4.00 


General Mitchell, great crusader for air power, whose vindication came in 
tragic terms too late, is once again the subject for a passionately partisan portrait 
written by his sister. The story has become a familiar one, but here are some new 
angles of the earlier years that make it once again absorbing reading. Never- in any 
of the Mitchell books have I read the whole dramatic story of the Alaskan adventure, 
the tremendous feat of putting through the first telegraph line across Alaska against 
impossible odds. There is less of the boyhood years then I had expected (from Gerald 
Johnson's introduction). And I agree with him that the post court martial years de- 
served more expansion, though the justification came after Mitchell's death. Told at 
any level- from any point of view, it is one of the great stories of aviation history. 
ar a a reader confesses to finding small fault with the partisanship. 

LC - 52-9055 


February 16 


Chesser, Dr. Eustace Roy: 
HOW TO MAKE A SUCCESS OF YOUR MARRIAGE $2.00 


A slim successor to Love Without Fear (which sold 750,000 copies in America) 
sustains a tenor of sweet reasonableness in "the art of happy adjustment” or accomoda- 
tion between two people who have achieved a maximum of emotional maturity. The dis- 
cussion here ranges from the common purposes and obligations of marriage, mutually 
shared and planned in advance; the initial phase of the first two years- which is the 
most critical; the love relationship in which sex plays only one part; children; com- 
mon difficulties and dangers; on to the middle years and old age..... Common know- 
ledge, which is also common sense, at an accessible level. 


February 27 
Goren, Charles Simon & Schuster 
cloth: $2.50 
CONTRACT BRIDGE FOR BEGINNERS paper: $1.00 


Contract Bridge Made Easy, The New Canasta and Samba, Point Count Bidding 
tn Contract Bridge are out three volumes on Mr. Goren's already well stacked repertoire 
of card instruction. None of them though, have quite hit the incipient bridge player 
market and this one does, admirably. Easily running, informal text starts with an ex- 
plantion of the deck itself and then moves quickly into bridge. Scoring and mechanics 
clear the way for the hierarchy of bidding- how to, responses and rebids to openers- 
defensive bidding, penalty doubles, slam and game bidding and playing the hand. These 
ABC's ,written of course around a few of Goren's own methods which vary with say, Cul- 
bertson, serve as primer and bid to the fan who wants a new trick. 


February ?? 


Agar, Herbert Macmillan 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN $1.75 


The first four volumes in this Brief Lives Series were published last Fall. 
The authors are carefully chosen authorities in each field- and the aim is to present 
in the main unhackneyed subjects, or surely popular ones, informatively, concisely, 
with something of the background against which they lived. A lot to ask in 150 pages... 
This- the only one I have read- would seem to be designed for perhaps an English market, 
as the average American reader would find it, on the one hand, an almost coldly dispass- 
ionate portrait of Lincoln, shorn of the warmth and color and drama his story usually 
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contains - and on the other hand, an exposition of issues and conditions oversimplified 
for the scholar, and underplayed in their human interest, their regional values, for the 
general reader. An immense amount has been packed into the pages, but it carries little 
impact. I can't quite see where this book would meet a need. 


February 7? 


Fergusson, Bernard Macmillan 
RUPERT OF THE RHINE $1.75 


Again in this series, this chronicle of Prince Rupert (nephew of Charles I) is 
chiefly historical in its emphasis but highspirited in its portrayal of an adventurous 
character and a career of action. Reared on the continent, Rupert went to England to 
participate in the Civil War and champion the Royalist cause until his defeat at Marston 
Moor, where he lost his army and his reputation unjustly; and again at Naseby, prefaced 
the fall of the House of Stuart. Exiled abroad for fifteen years, Rupert returned to 
England with the restoration of the Monarchy, and spent his later life in scientific ex- 
perimentation, in colonial and commercial schemes (the Hudson's Bay Co.), and as Govern- 
er of Windsor Castle.... A life of exuberant enterprise and decisive if impulsive ac- 
tivity- although the market is not too easily indicated. 


Quennell, Peter Viking 
THE SINGULAR PREFERENCE $3.75 


*A collection of literary evaluations- and re-valuations which adds a footnote 
of fastidious discernment to not only known figures but those on the fringe of fame and 
in the farther reaches of time and memory. Here you will meet the self-critical and 
self-selective aphorist, Joubert; the distempered and discontented spirits- Cyril Tour- 
neur and John Ford; the fashionable wit, Lord Hervey, and Johnson's headstrong and high 
spirited Mrs. Thrale; there are the solid virtues of Hobhouse as against the savoir vivre 
of Beau Brummell;Swinburne's personal torment and Matthew Arnold's prophetic vision; the 
wonder and the innocence of Edward Lear, and the changing universe of H.G. Wells; the ex- 
treme refinements of Chinese poetry contrasts with the passionate protestation of Eng- 
lish devotional verse; the hangman dynasty of Sanson and the virtuoso poisoner Wains- 
wright lend a sinister curiosity, Defoe and Balzac, Dickens and Kipling a closer famili- 
arity.... There's a grace here-of insight as well as styling which gives these annota- 
tions on past performers a current charm. Belles lettres. 


March PP 4] 2 


Morrison, Morie Doubleday 


/ 


HERE'S HOW TO PLAY MONEY GOLF $1.9F Lo) 
[.7o 


How not to flunk the course, in a very mild adaptation of Potter's The Theory 
and Practice of Gamesmanship, instructs the player to whom a small wager is part of the 
game on methods of insuring steady profits. Besides definite playing advice on care not 
to worry, disregarding the score and playing the course, rituals and actions for confi- 
dence, how to read a hole, etc., there is much of the need to flurry your opponent and 
let him beat himself. The devices of flattery, criticism, help, and keeping im worried 
are definite Potterisms, without his unholy glee, and the earnest golfer may herein 
learn to make the best of his own weaknesses while making the worst of his competitor's. 
A pleasant variation on a well-covered sport. roe ae by the author. 

4 
March 10 4 


Barber, Marshall A. University of Kansas Pres 


“007 
THE SCHOOLHOUSE AT PRAIRIE VIEW $2) 


The world renowned and traveled malariologist, author of A Malariologist in 
Many Lands, here tells of the country school where he spent many profitable and pleasur- 
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able hours in the 1870's and 1880's. His story is personal and communal - he tells 
of teachers who boarded in the community, of the recess games, of curriculum. The 
use of the school house extended to the Grange meetings and religious gatherings. A 
nice tidbit of Americana, revealing a school in which the discipline of classroom 
pastimes such as grammer and arithmetic and indifference to:science was more than 
compensated for by the freedom of the fields for play and the participation in the 
community world. 











































March 16 


Siedel, Frank World 
OUT OF THE MIDWEST $2.50 


"More Chapters in the Ohio Story" continues some friendly feature stories on 
this state in terms of people and incidents, old and current. Archie Willard's pic- 
ture- the "Spirit of '7o"; the first application of the X-ray; Clarence Darrow's first- 
or almost first- $5.00 case; the scarlet carnations which started McKinley on his po- 
litical career; Ed Allen- who used his money to found the National Society for Cripp- 
led Children; William Brown, runaway slave, who became a conductor on the Underground 
Railway; first steps toward fame for Zane Grey, Knute Rockne, Clark Gable, W. C. Fields; 
steelman Carnahan and mailman Joe Briggs; Rome Beauty apples and a nickel-plated rail- 
road; these and others form a statewide survey in familiar terms and at a definitely 
popular level. (LC - 52-12383) | 

March 18 | / 
Harper 
THE MAN WHISTLER $3.75 


With his knack for picking controversial subjects (Disraeli, Wilde, Shaw, 
etc.) Pearson here tackles a real rebel, both in art and in living. For Whistler per- 
fected the “art of making enemies", insisted on "art for art's sake" and was an acid 
tempest in more than one artistic and personal teapot. A rootless American, after his 
failure at West Point, in engineering and coastal surveying, Paris and London and the 
continent were his backgrounds for the rest of his career. There was always the at- 
mosphere of court trials and lawsuits, bankruptcy and skirmish after skirmish with 
friends who soon lost their patience; there were students who became slaves and mis- 
tresses who created social schisms; there was the fury of battle over his paintings 
which his hostility kept flaming; and there was always his biting tongue to skin an 
opponent. Within his aura for comedy, Whistler's life provides many pungent anecdotes 
and his final acclaim in art permits him to take his place among immortal eccentrics. 
A tolerant view of a difficult personality appraises him fairly and presents him with 
an easy familiarity. 


Henderson, Daniel 


Pearson, Hesketh 


Y William Sloane-Morrow —_ ow 
THE HIDDEN coasts > /& $6.00 S __ 


The naval-scientific career of Charles Wilkes is an impressive record of 
achievement in spite of the subject's knack for disagreeing with his critics and creat- 
ing tension among those with whom he worked. In spite of family pressure he could not 
be kept from the sea and at 17 was in the merchant marine which was to give him a 
bellyful of blue water but he went right on to the Navy as a midshipman. Service in 
the Mediterranean taught him to maintain discipline, set him on the path of nautical 
science, brought him bitter rivalry among his fellow officers, and in 1838 he was 
given command of a squadron for governmental survey. This first national voyage of 
discovery and scientific exploration made its way to the southern polar antarctic con- 
tinent, toured the South Seas and its islands, went on to the Pacific Northwest and 
the Oregon territory, and Wilkes returned to Washington to a voluntary court martial. 
He was again in the public eye during the Civil War when the Trent affair created 
trouble with Great Britain; he wrote his monumental volumes ou unis official work; he 
suffered public neglect before his death. A contradictory character whose contribu- 
tions to oceanic science and expansion receive full recognition here. 
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March 19 


Delaplane, Stanton Doubleday 
POSTCARDS FROM DELAPLANE $3.00 @& 


Some verbal, and unabashed annotations, these postcards provide an itinerant 
correspondent's course from England to Lisbon, Rome to Paris, New York to California, 
and on to Mexico, Panama, Jamaica, Hawaii, Toyko and Hong Kong. Itinerant too are the 
communications which deal with anything from past history to the contemporary cost of 
living, bathrooms to barrooms, geisha girls to his own eight year old, commercials, 
football, expectant motherhood, King Paul of Greece, food here and there, vacations, 
Calypso music, bullfighting, etc. etc. And they sustain a trans-continental continuity 
of a casual columnist who narrows the world to spot contacts and responses. A little 
goes a long way. (IC - 52-12383) 


Willison, George F.-£d. Doubleday . oo 
THE PILGRIM READER 3 //( eal ae 


The Pilgrim Fathers tell their own story in this valuable and readable addi- 
tion to the New England branch of Americana selected and edited by the author of the 
well known Saints and Strangers. Mr. Willison intersperses supplementary and pertinent 
comments between the words of Bradford, Winslow, Cushman, Brewster, Winthrop, Morton, 
Prince, Hutchinson and others, which serve to describe the why's, how's and where's of 
the Pilgrims from thetr first venture from England to Holland to their later travels and 
settlings on New England soil. This carries them through the travails of the early days 
- with merchant shipping, Indians fierce and friendly- until the last of the famous 
first fathers, William Bradford, dies and the Old Colony itself expires under pressure 
of the Bay Colony in 1692. Appendices include the members of the Pilgrim Colony, biblio- 
graphy, and selected readings. @ 

















Nathan, Daniel Little, Brown 
THE GOLDEN SUMMER $3.50 
















With a nice regard for character and story, the author reminisces about his 
"golden summer" as a ten-year-old in his upper New York hometown. In an era of pros- 
perous peace, when the “otto” was still a marvel and mounds of ice cream cost a dime, 
Danny and his pals set about to make their mark. It was a summer of money-mad schemes 
for Danny, who sold a real live ghost to a sceptical audience, who raffled a copy of the 
new Sherlock Holmes the bookshop owner had lent him and which he had defaced by mon- 
strous precautions against harm, who produced airplanes at a price while outsmarting the 
Ledbetter Bread Company with their contest, all in collusion with his two best friends. 
Then there were the bullies of the gang brought to justice...While the author seems a 
trifle self-conscious about his Danny there is some of the Penrod quality to this boy 
with his cleverness and his pals which makes enjoyable reading. (LC 52-12643) 


\ 


March“63 al y wv 4\2¢ 


Michie, Allan A. Wm. Sloane-Morrow 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN $5.00 


Published in England under the title, The Crown and the People, this is con- 
sidered by the British to be geared to American readers- and by the average American 
will be thought geared to the British public. There is an immense amount of information 

here collected, much of it interesting to that market that found the Crawford books sa- @ 
tisfying to a small degree the very human curiosity about the royal family. This book 

goes much deeper into the monarchical institutions, their history, panoply and use today, 
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into the ceremonials, with specific relation to the late Kinz George VI and in prepar- 
ation for the Coronation of Elizabeth II in June; and into an almost hour by hour an- 
alysis of the life of a monarch of the British Commonwealth. To many it will seem un- 
duly detailed, and with relatively little background in American experience or under- 
standing; to others it may be an eye-opener as to the place the throne holds in the 
eyes of its people. Humanly speaking, the last half of the book is more entertaining 
reading, with its biographical and anecdotal approach, not too rose-spectacled (at 
times even in somewhat questionable taste the guardians of the royal family may feel), 
but respectful to the symbolic value the crown holds in the hearts and minds of the 
average Briton....A book that has a good sales angle for the hordes of American tour- 
ists heading east next Spring. (LC - 53-5253) 


March 23 


Collis ,. Robert Woman's Press (Morrow) 
THE LOST AND THE FOUND $3.50 


Dr. Collis first met Eva and Laszlo when he took charge of the children in 
the liberated Belsen concentration camp, and in this warm and moving book tells the 
story of their lives from their early childhood in the Carpathians to their present 
days in Ireland. In between the warm family life came Belsen, the loss of both par- 
ents, of a sister and brother, the horror of sickness and desolation and death. Yet 
this is the story of a hope, a joy, - the joy that human beings have found in one 
another despite the mistreatment by other persons. Dr. Collis, who adopted Eva and 
Laszlo, writes with concern for the psychological effects of their experiences upon 
the children, feeling that Eva's capacity to regain her emotional balance - to love 
those who love her, and Laszlo's résilience in spite of the great severity of his long 
illness, his clinging to life in face of starvation, measles, pleurisy, tuberculosis 
of spine and brain was a result of some basic strength transmitted to them through 
their heroic and kind mother in early years. Margaret Mead calls this the story of a 
blessing in her introduction, and so it is. Those who work with children as social 
workers, nurses, parents and teachers, and so on may appreciate this especially. An 
appendix gives Eva's profile from 1946 through 1949. (LC 52-13829) 


Fo 


Wooldridge, Emily Macmillan 
THE WRECK OF “THE MAID OF ATHENS" $2.75 


March 2 Hit 


Laurence Irving has edited and illustrated with suitably strong and sombre 
woodcut style the diary of Emily Wooldridge, wife of the Captain of the Maid of Athens, 
which burned near Cape Horn in 1870. Emily was the only woman on the vessel, and she 
gives a discerning account of crew, voyage, catastrophe. Then there is the period of 
isolation and hardship on Staten Island (not New York!), the preparation of the small 
boats and the run for the Falklands. The tale is told factually, with a kind of calm 
naturalness, and is of interest chiefly as the experience of a courageous woman in the 
sailing era. Relations of captain to crew, the loyalty of wife to husband, the ter- 
rors of illness, isolation and want seep through the directly written facts and give 
the book a pleasing depth. 


March 26 


Burns, Eugene Rinehart 
THE SEX LIFE OF WILD ANIMALS $3.00 


A compendium of information about the biological urge- and its satisfaction- 
among North American mammals which is the first study of its kind and correlates a 
sizable body of very natural lore. Not the birds or the bees, but animals of all 
kinds point up the parallels- and variations- with human patterns of reproduction, as 
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well as the wide differentiation which occurs in the structure of sex organs, sex char- 
acteristics, mating calls and scents, courtship and sexual heat, rivalry for the female, 

the act of union, birth and the nursing and rearing of the young, as well as the rate of @ 
reproduction within the species. Zoological biology, for those who are alerted to the 


call of the wild. (LC 52-12110) 
March 27 


Hermitage House 


Lindgren, Henry Clay 
THE ART OF HUMAN RELATIONS $3.50 

The author of the college text, Mental Hygiene of Personal and Social Adjust- 
ment, a counselor for the Veterans Administration and an educator, Henry Clay Lindgren 
presents a book on getting along with ourselves and others distinctly oriented in our 
cultural experience. It is direct and easy to read, and it deals with the importance 
and ways of understanding ourselves and our fellows: with the dual role of anxiety, with 
the need for communication and emotional maturity, with causes of our striving for power 
and status, with the importance of others in our lives. The book is well in the range | 
of the general public, with its recognition of the two main divisions in our lives in | 
which our relations are most important - work and family groups, and the author incor- | 
porates with facility numerous quick sketches in job and family situations to illustrate | 
his points. He pays his respects to the proponents of the interpersonal self-analytic 
school - Horney, Fromm, Thompson, Stack, Mullahy, and others, and includes a suggested 
reading list. While the preoccupation with emotional maturity and the terms hard to 
avoid may at times seem somewhat self-conscious, this book has a warmth and drive and 
set in reality that may help a great many people take stock of themselves as best they 


can. Possibly the Overstreet market? 
March 30 ) 


Berman, Harold J. Little, Brown- AMP 
THE RUSSIANS IN FOCUS $3.00 


In the last analysis a condemnation of the discipline of terror inherent in 
the Stalinist state, but a book which in the process of examination almost bends over 
backwards to be nice to the Russians. With a background of intensive study and acquain- 
tance with many Russian D.P.'s in France who intended to return as his working tools, 
the author dissects his country neatly speaking of it in terms of labor, peasantry, edu- 
cation, the press, religion, planning, the law in action, the communist party and so 
forth. In spite of the mildly expressed criticisms, such as the feeding by the press 
to the people of what they are supposed to read, there are the well engineered evasions 
such as- the people know they are supposed to be reading it, that add up to a paradoxical 
whitewash- perhaps a facsimile of the paradox of a Russia that has shown steady internal 
improvement, through devious methods, over the years. The elusive slant is puzzling, the 
undertones of approval, until the very last, may make the die hards angry, but factual 
content and a definite readability recommend to general interest as a light overall sur- 


vey. (LC 53-5257) 
March ?? 


Timmons, Bascom N. Holt 
CHARLES G. DAWES: Portrait of an American $5.00 


Mr. Timmons showed strong ability as a political biographer with Garner of Texas 
published by Harper in 1948 (p. 359) and proves it again in a well delineated life story 
of the Ohio boy who became Coolidge's vice-president, government financier and in private @ 
life, a successful Chicago businessman. Studded with successes that marked him often as 
the man behind the man behind the gun, Dawes' career began with a law degree and a move 





to Lincoln, Nebraska to set up practice. Chicago and the business world soon became more 
attractive and from that metropolis the natural bents of Dawes' energy and outgoing person- i 
ality brought him into politics. At 31 he was second in influence to Mark Hanna in the 
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McKinley campaign and the position landed him the job of Comptroller of Currency, 
suited to him in its political freedom and opportunity to form monetary policy. Again 
in Illinois during the Roosevelt administration, Dawes continued in public service, 
preparing the way for a future that saw him through anti-trust legislation, purchaser 
for the A.E.F. in WWI, chief budget man under Harding, founder of the "Dawes Committee” 
on international affairs, the vice-presidency, ambassador to Britain and a career of 
financial policy making that formed much of the Republican thought. He died in 1951 
important and highly regarded. Though not of general interest this will hold histor- 
ians and those who knew the era. (LC - 53-5274) 


March .27 20 


Diole, Philippe Messner 
THE UNDERSEA ADVENTURE $4.50 ~~ 


*Committed to the deep, the author has a fascinating, if ecstatic, story to 
tell - of skin diving and its possibilities in marine exploration. He gives a short 
history of the use of diving through history, tells of the Submarine Research Group, 
explains the mental transposition and physical adjustments necessary for deep sea 
understanding and work, and goes on into the riches and richness of the miracle he has 
lived for three years. In his underwater landscapes and life are absorbing stories of 
oyster, mussel and sponge culture, of the physical makeup, sex and reproduction of 
fish, of undersea courtships, of the friendship of octupuses, of the treasures of ma- 
rine archaeology, and of the future of this type of aquatic researching. An awakening 
awareness of the vast areas to be investigated makes this an intimate introduction to 
@ personal, even spiritual, adventure in lyric terms. Translated from the French by 
Alan Ross. (There's some of the same material here that Captain Cousteau had in he 
Silent World (Harper - P. 754 - 12/1/52 bulletin) but the approach is less on the sen- 
sational side and more on the emotional and interpretative.) Illustrated with photo- 


graphs. 


Keyes, Frances Parkinson Messner 
BERNADETTE OF LOURDES $3.50 


Companion volume to Therese: Saint of a Little Way, this spiritual biography, 
too, is now reissued, in new format with ten new illustrations, and a foreword which 
tells of Mrs. Keyes' original visits to Nevers and Lourdes- and her return visits last 
summer. The old title, The Sublime Sheperdess, has been dropped, though the text of 
the story of Bernadette is, I believe, unchanged. In the warmth and passion of the 
telling, the story has a human as well as a spiritual appeal for Mrs. Keyes' public, 
as well as for the increasingly important Catholic audience. 


Freeman, William iwFoRMalt vLions TO Simon & Schuster 
INTRODUCTLON-TO PUBLIC SPEAKING .; , $300 
: we} vr 


I liked this back in 1941; I still like it, and I've had a lot of chance to 
test its precepts in the interim. While perhaps not as comprehensive as some of the 
others (the Von Hesse book, for example) - nor yet as extensively documented and pro- 
vided with samples (good and bad) as many of its fellows, this hits at some of the 
basic needs and weaknesses, the points the amateurs (and many of the professionals) 
should have emphasized repeatedly. Preparation- organization- phrasing and delivery: - 
these are fundamentals. And yet many a book on public speaking gives scant attention 
to this ABC of English Grammar and Speech. Mr. Freeman makes special point of avoid- 
ance of cliches, of watching for slipshod usage, of seeking for the exact word. His 
advice throughout is sound. The new material on radio and particularly on television 
should prove helpful. And the Gluyas Williams illustrations,the editorial assistance 
of Quincy Howe add merit. (Original title ear! Hear!) 
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March 2f J 
Wiener, Norbert Simon & Schuste 
EX -PRODIGY . $4 @ 





3.98 

The progenitor of (Cybernetics and its application in The Human Use of Human 
Beings (Houghton, Mifflin-1950) goes back to his own origins and his head-start on a 
distinguished academic career when he entered high school at 9, and college in short 
pants at 11. Intellectually groomed by a firm father for whom scholarship was both a 
calling and a consecration, his childhood in Cambridge (his father was a Harvard pro- 
fessor) held many intellectual interests but other diversions as well. But the laurels 
of learning- in the company of boys far beyond his years- brought with them many emo- 
tional insecurities, the maladaptation of the misfit to which the late realization of 
his Jewishness contributed. Completing his academic course at Tufts in 3 years, he went 
to Harvard to start on his doctorate, spent a year at Cambridge, England, sat under many 
of the greats of his time- Santayana and Palmer and Royce and Bertrand Russell, and be- 
gan as an undergraduate teacher on the same age level with his students.... A self-study 
which is both astute and detached, which holds no special pride in the fact that he was 
a "“wunderkind" but derives its interest therefrom as well as the conclusion that his 
infant prodigy's progress added years of usefulness to his later life.... An intellec- 
tual market primarily. 
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